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This Folsom point, unearthed in 
Owl Cave in 1977, tested positive 
for trace amounts of elephant 
blood. This indicates that 
terminal Pleistocene peoples 
of southern Idaho successfully 
hunted mammoth. Owl Cave is 
the only known mammoth kill 
site in the Intermountain West.

The earliest human inhabitants 
in the Salmon River Canyon were 
Native Americans who lived there 
over 11,000 years ago. Archaeologists 
found projectile points of the Western 
Stemmed Tradition associated with 
radiocarbon dates of 11,370 and 11,410 14C 
years BP.  Work will continue at Cooper’s 
Ferry  in 2011 to learn more about how 
people lived in the Salmon River Canyon 
and adapted to the environment during 
the late Pleistocene.


